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RBFNews

RBF at the
House of Lords

We got together the great and the good from
within the industry.
On 13th November the Railway Benefit Fund was thrilled to host a
Reception at the House of Lords. We were delighted to invite some
inspiring representatives from across the industry to join us.
We were honored that Lord Snape allowed us to host our guests in
such a prestigious location. Read more inside (page 3) about the
event and what we hope to achieve from the day.

Chief
Executive's
Welcome
Well where did 2017 go?
We have seen new services
develop across the year, and I
know we can end the year on a
high!
The market research we undertook
earlier in the year has been
completed and we are using this to
develop new services. We are
continuing to roll out our debt advice
service which has seen us support
staff who previously might not
have contacted us for support.
We have now launched a new
legal advice mobile app (see page
4) which not only provides
information and guidance but also
provides an easy way to get in
touch with our services through
your phone!
In 2018 we will be rolling out a
carers' support programme too,
along with a grants programme
aimed at supporting rail staff with
children.

Read inside:
Real rail. Real people Page 2
2017 Annual Dinner Page 3
Support Team update Page 4
New website! Page 5

2018 is our 160th birthday - whilst
it is a time to celebrate our proud
history, it is also an opportunity to
look ahead and step up our
target of reaching more railway
people and their families in need.
GET INVOLVED IN
OUR 160TH
BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATIONS!
See Page 2

RBF Charity

I would thank you continuing to
support us in this.

Jason
RBF1858

REAL RAIL. REAL PEOPLE.
"We came across the RBF when we were looking for help for our daughter, Isla. She
had become become seriously unwell. We needed to seek treatment in America and
was raising funds through a crowd funding site. However, RBF enabled us to arrange
our flights to get the treatment as soon as possible.

Read 'Isla's' story of
how we helped her get
back on her feet.

Skip forward a short time and Isla’s surgeries have both been successful - she can walk
better now and is slowly progressing. She is being supported by her NHS
physiotherapist once a week and started hydrotherapy.
My wife does the remainder of the sessions with Isla at home.
Isla will be starting school in September and we’re hoping she will be accepted at the
local breakfast and after school club. This involves a half mile walk to the school.
Before her surgeries, she would not have been able to walk this distance and have to
use a wheelchair, but since her treatment she will probably be able to walk with the
rest of her friends which is truly amazing, something we thought was not possible!
The treatment has changed Isla’s life and enabling her to experience the world in a
different way. None of this would have been possible without the generous help from
RBF, We really appreciate everything that they have done for Isla and us as a family.
We can never thank them enough." - 'Isla's' Dad

Do you want to be part of our 160th Birthday!?
Then get involved and get together! We are calling out to all our supporters to rally their friends and
colleagues together to reach our target of 160 fundraising ideas to celebrate our 160th anniversary. It can
be bake sales, dress down days, get together or even a celebratory toast! Anything you can think of!
So get in touch with our team to register your interest: fundraising@railwaybenefitfund.org.uk

DON'T GET TRAPPED INTO PAYDAY LOANS the RBF has a fund available for rail people in exactly this position.

We will offer you advice and support to get your finances organised. Get in touch with our
friendly, confidential and independent team: support@railwaybenefitfund.org.uk
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RBF Annual Dinner Cocktails & Candelabras!
We held our 2017 Annual Dinner with
the theme of Cocktails and Candelabras.
Over 200 guests from within the industry
joined us to support our charity on the
20th October – and they did not disappoint!
We are delighted to announce that
with everyone’s help we raised *drum roll*
an incredible… £30k of profit!
This is a 10k growth on last year! We wish to
pay particular thanks to First for being our
headline sponsor, as well as thanking
Hitachi for being our
programme sponsor.
We really enjoyed having Richard Salkeld as
the evening's host – we think everyone
who came will agree that he (and his suit!)
was hi-lari-ous! Thanks must also go to Paul
Bigland for giving his time to capture the
night.
We wanted to ensure everyone had fun,
laughed and felt part of something important.

A

The night saw people lemon rolling, flaming
cocktails and feeding flamingos! (don’t ask!)
Those that joined us on the night were also
given the fantastic news regarding an
especially exciting fundraiser for next year.
We heard from Vicky Binley, Nimble Media
who announced the RBF Steam Celebration
for our 160th Birthday! * We are overjoyed
that Nimble Media are putting on this
fundraiser for us.
Guests also enjoyed a speech from our CEO,
Jason Tetley who gave a summary of our
plans, as well as announcing our very own
app launch.
Faye Jaques, Fundraising Manager; “We’ve
already received really positive feedback on
the night and people asking how they can
book for next year! We are glad the changes
we made have gone down well and we are
looking forward to 2018. So, watch this
space – we shall be announcing the date for
2018 before the year is out!"

big thank you...

Where do we begin? Since we last wrote to you in
April, there has been some wonderful work and
donations from our supporters. This is just a
sample - we have so many to thank!
We ran a campaign to raise funds to enable us to
deliver a brand new service supporting families
dealing with dementia. We ran this in 'Penfriend'
and we were absolutely blown away by the
response, we raised over £12,000 and this is still
growing! Thank you to everyone who donated, we
will keep you posted on how the new service
develops.
The National Rail awards hosted by Bauer Media
were amazing enough to nominate us again this
year and we raised £6,437, fantastic!
The Rail Staff awards held a Raffle for us and we
raised over £2,000!
The team at IRO raised for £431 at their annual
lunch.
RROS raised £517 for us at their autumn lunch.
Across the year they have raised £1,156 in total!

* If you would like more information for the
Railway Benefit Fund Steam Celebration, which
Nimble Media will deliver on 3 May 2018 to mark
our 160th anniversary, please contact Vicky Binley:
01780 432930/ 07951 806521.
vicky@nimblemedia.co.uk

RBF HOUSE OF LORDS
EVENT RBF - Supporting Railway People,
Past, Present and Future
On the 13th November 2017, we were thrilled to host a reception,
kindly sponsored by East Midlands Trains, at the House of Lords to
showcase our new services.
The event was hosted by Lord Snape, an RBF vice-president, who
kindly allowed us to invite our guests to such a prestigious
venue.
The audience enjoyed informative and moving speeches from a wide
array of rail industry figures including Secretary of State Chris
Grayling MP, Peter Wilkinson from the Department of Transport,
Darren Ward from East Midlands Trains, Adeline Ginn from Women
in Rail and RBF Chairman Tim Shoveller.
Jason Tetley, our Chief Executive, spoke about the findings of
our market research and our exciting plans to help more staff, in
more ways, going forward. In particular, the new RBF legal advice
mobile app, our expanded debt advice offer and our plans to
support staff with caring responsibilities were highlighted.
The audience was very supportive of our plans, and we will be
working with them to turn that support into action; ensuring rail
staff from across the Industry can access and benefit from the
support that RBF can provide.
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Update from the
Harold Wainwright
You’re more than a fundraiser
You are an RBF Charity Champion
In fact you are an RBF

Harold is a long-standing supporter of the
RBF and has raised over £60,000 selling
rail memorabilia via ebay for the RBF over
many years and was staunch supporter of
the RBF Midlands Committee.
Harold has sold everything from railway
staff uniforms to timetables over the
years. Harold was a guest of honour at our
recent lunch event at the House of Lords
and was presented with an award by Sir Left to right: Tim Shoveller and
Sir William McAlpine thanking
William McAlpine (see right photo).
Harold Wainwright for his support

LEGAL ADVICE IN THE PALM OF YOUR HAND!
We are delighted to announce that you can now download our very own
RBF advice app. Available for both Apple and Android phones. Search
in Google Play or the App Store for 'Railway Benefit Fund'.
The app is home to an array of legal support and advice available to
those within the rail industry. Once downloaded you can access
all the information by using login - rbf and password - rbf2017

Support Team
It has been a busy year and we have
helped with such a huge variety of
issues facing our Railway family.
From families facing eviction as a
result of illness, children needing
specialist treatment to families in
turmoil facing the expenses of a
funeral after losing a loved one
unexpectedly.
We are so proud to have been able
to make such a difference and we
know that this is all thanks to you, our
wonderful supporters for helping us
raise the cash to be able to help
those that need us most.
Some things we would like to remind
you of as winter draws in;
- Check that you are on the best
energy tariff with your providerdon’t pay more than you need to.
- Please check that your home is
secure at this time of year there is
always a rise in crime. Your local
police station can offer advice if you
are concerned.
- Don’t let money worries get you
down. Christmas can place a huge
burden on families up and down the
country. If you want to talk to us
and get some advice on budgeting,
don’t hesitate. We are here to help,
don’t worry on your own.

Do you want to help raise
funds for the RBF?
We have a growing band of people queueing up to raise funds for RBF.
There are many things people can do to get involved! If you are looking for
ideas just ask RBF’s Fundraising team: fundraising@railwaybenefitfund.org.uk

- Winter can be a lonely time, if
you would like some advice on
getting out and about try these links
• www.ageuk.org.uk
• www.menssheds.org.uk
Your local council may have
some schemes too, so get in
touch with them.
Stay safe, call us if you need us.
0345 241 2885
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NEW WEBSITE AND ONLINE SHOP!
The RBF is inviting visitors to explore The aim of these is to not
its new website and online shop.
only give further insight into the
The new website has been designed charity but also make the
to provide the ultimate user-friendly website more inclusive and user
friendly for everyone.
experience with improved

navigation and functionality
throughout, allowing supporters and
Created with the user experience
beneficiaries alike to access charity
firmly in mind, the website has
information.
been designed using the latest
The site includes on-line fact sheets, technology so the site is compatible
related oranisations' links and simple with today's browsers and mobile
explanations on how the charity is
devices.
able to help those from within the
rail industry.
The new website and online shop
Not only this but also those wishing
means that visitors can now benefit
to support the charity can find
from richer online support and
information on events as well as
advice.
fundraising tips.
This is a result of several months’
The RBF is also proud to showcase a
research into what a charity like RBF
new range of videos across the site.
should be offering online.

On the new Railway Benefit Fund
website, visitors can stay informed
with the latest updates from the
charity, as well as other interesting
industry related news from the CEO,
Jason Tetley.
Not only this but also
those wishing to support the
charity can find information on
events as well as fundraising tips.
One of the best new features in that
of the online shop –
here visitors can, not only buy
seasonal products, but also
donate to the charity! It is quick,
safe and easy!

So visit us at:
www.railwaybenefitfund.org.uk
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Above: Dan and Ryan at the end of their Tough Mudder!
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Interested in a Tough Mudder?
We've got places for 2018!
Get in touch: fundraising@railwaybenefitfund.org.uk
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Unipart get muddy for RBF!
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Daniel and Ryan from Unipart, Crewe set themselves a
challenge to complete a 5 mile (or so they intended…)
grueling Tough Mudder challenge - all in the name of
raising some money for the RBF!We went to catch up on
the gory details of how the event had gone, expecting to
see some stiff joints and awkward moves. The lads
cruised into the meeting room with huge smiles on their
faces. In their words, “we loved every minute of it".
Daniel explained that on one section, they received a
series of electric shocks (seriously?) and he ended up
running some of it with one eye after a belly flop into a
mud pool! Also worth just a small note is that because
this pair of tough cookies enjoyed the whole experience
so much, the accidentally took the wrong route and
ended up completing the 12 mile challenge…not the 5
they set out to do! Impressive we think!Ryan and Dan
were proud to run for RBF, the charity that is important
to them as Rail employees. They know we are there if
they or their colleagues ever need us. They loved the
experience so much they want to do it all again next year
– so we will hold them to that!

Christmas can be a tough time for
many families, both financially and
emotionally. Children are often at the
centre of family life and the worry for a
parent that they are unable to give
their children the very best.
The huge pressure and expectation of
Christmas on families these days is
often the cause of stress and anxiety
especially when combined with other
devastating and life changing
circumstances which are often
unexpected.
The RBF has a fund called the
Mackintosh Fund, there to support
families with children. The RBF send
vouchers to these families at Christmas
time. We believe every railway child
deserves a little something special and
the parents deserve a little extra help.
It may not sound much but the thank
you letters speak for themselves.

Please

donate

By sending a donation today you
can make a real difference to
someone’s life.
Whatever you give will help make
a difference.
Please make your donation using one of
the following methods:
By post: I would like to help a member
of the railway family today and enclose
a cheque for £
made
payable to RBF.
By Phone: To make a donation using a
debit or credit card call 0345 241 2885
Website: visit our website

www.railwaybenefitfund.org.uk

Christmas the Mackintosh way!
"You put Christmas back on the calendar
for us after a terrible few years"
"I can’t thank you enough, I was dreading not
having anything for Santa to leave for my
kids...every parent's worst nightmare"
"What a true act
of kindess...you
already do
enough but to
make my
children smile
too...priceless"
Gift Aid. You can make your donation go even further if you are a UK taxpayer and you
Gift Aid your donation.
Please treat as Gift Aid all qualifying donations. Tick as appropriate
Today

in the past 4 years

in the future

Gift Aid Declaration:
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax each tax
year that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur
Sports Clubs (CASC) I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that
other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will
reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 I have given .
Signature:

Date:

My name is:

Title:

Address:

Postcode:

Tel no.:

Email address:
Please notify us if you wish to cancel this declaration, change your name or address, or no
longer pay enough tax.
Please send the completed form to: FREEPOST RTXC-KUKU-ZTEC, 1ST Floor, Millennium
House, Crewe, Cheshire, CW2 6AD – There is no need to attach a stamp.

If you no longer wish to receive a copy of RBF News please email info@railwaybenefitfund.org.uk

T: 0345 2412885
E: info@railwaybenefitfund.org.uk
W: www.railwaybenefitfund.org.uk
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Founded in 1858. Incorporated by
Royal Charter 1949
RBF is the working name of the Railway
Benevolent Institution
Registered Charity no. 206312

